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	 Press Release


	INDUSTRY AFFIRMS ITS COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 


Brussels, 26 June 2007 – A.I.S.E. launches its Second Sustainability Report.  

Our industry is very pleased to announce that, per tonne of output, there has been a reduction in the rate of CO2 emissions of more than 15%, and a reduction in the rate of water consumption of more than 12%, during 2006.

Over 46 companies are now participating in the A.I.S.E. Charter for Sustainable Cleaning, representing more than two thirds of all household and cleaning output in the European Union.  

The fall in CO2 emissions was achieved through production efficiency gains in factories.  Despite an increase in tonnage during the year there was an absolute saving in the total energy used, and therefore CO2 emitted, of approximately 4%.  Water savings were achieved through changes in product mix and formulation.

Besides CO2 emissions and water consumption, the report establishes benchmarks in the following key areas: waste, packaging use, chemicals safety evaluation, occupational health and safety, consumer and customer safety, and consumer and user information.
‘This Second Report illustrates how our industry has taken proactive measures to combat climate change.  We have observed an encouraging broadening of product category representation and companies participating in the report,’ remarked A.I.S.E. President, Charles Laroche. 

Last year, A.I.S.E. was invited to become an Associate of the new Sustainable Energy Europe Campaign 2005-2008.  This European Commission initiative was launched to raise awareness, and move towards a more sustainable use of energy.  A.I.S.E. projects, namely, the Charter for Sustainable Cleaning, Washright, and Save Energy and Water were made official partners of the Sustainable Energy Europe Campaign.

A.I.S.E. will continue to pursue its sustainability agenda in dialogue with its stakeholders and in line with its industry vision.

‘These are not one-time projects: they represent a long-term commitment by our member companies who believe that it is both our responsibility, and in our best interests as businesses, to contribute to a sustainable future’, said Charles Laroche
For further information please contact:

Valérie Séjourné, Director of Communications, A.I.S.E., 

Tel. +32 2 67962 69 or +32 473 71 93 63

Email: Valerie.sejourne@aise.eu
The A.I.S.E.’s Sustainability Report 2007 is available in printed form by contacting us as above, or online at: http://www.aise.eu/publications.php?cat=A.I.S.E.
About A.I.S.E.

A.I.S.E. is the official body representing the soaps, detergents, and maintenance products industry.  Our affiliates include a network of 35 national associations in 34 countries, mainly in Europe, as well as nine direct member companies.  It represents in total more than 900 companies active in the consumer goods and/or the industrial and institutional markets, which have an estimated market value of some 35 billion euros in total.

www.aise.eu 

The A.I.S.E. Charter for Sustainable Cleaning

The Charter for Sustainable Cleaning is a common, voluntary approach of the soaps, detergents and maintenance products industry, aiming to promote and demonstrate continual improvement in the industry’s sustainability profile.  The Charter consists of two main components: the implementation by companies of a set of Sustainability Procedures (based on ISO 14000 and other standards); and the commitment by companies to report on a set of 10 key Performance Indicators allowing the industry to publish its European Sustainability report.  Companies that sign up to the Charter must undergo regular checks by an independent verifier to ensure that they are meeting the aforementioned procedures.  The Charter for Sustainable Cleaning is functional in the EU 27, Norway, Iceland, and Switzerland. 

www.sustainable-cleaning.com      

The Sustainable Energy Europe Campaign

The Sustainable Energy Europe 2005-2008 Campaign is a European Commission European initiative in the framework of the Intelligent Energy Programme 2003-2006, which aims to raise public awareness, and promote sustainable energy production, and use among individuals and organisations, private companies and public authorities, professional and energy agencies, industry associations and NGOs across Europe.

www.sustenergy.org 
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