[image: image1.png]




PRESS RELEASE

GHS could jeopardise the benefits that REACH SHOULD have on consumer CONFIDENCE

Brussels, 27 June 2007 - A.I.S.E. welcomes the European Commission proposal for a draft Regulation on Classification and Labelling (GHS), published today.

We support the overall objectives of the GHS to facilitate global trade and to harmonise the different legislative systems.  It is meant to complement REACH, and is therefore a unique opportunity to enhance the confidence of consumers and end-users in product safety.   

“Without a consistent approach with REACH, GHS will bring confusion instead of further building consumer confidence” said Charles Laroche, President of A.I.S.E.

The draft EU Regulation should build on the REACH objectives aiming at increasing consumers’ confidence in chemicals.  Those same objectives should be pursued to secure the provision of relevant information to consumers. It is therefore crucial that classification and labelling requirements recognise the needs of its target audience, in particular that of the consumer. In addition, we need to make optimal use of all communication tools already available in order to convey the most relevant information to the end user in relation to GHS. 

A consequence of GHS is that a greater number of substances will be more severely classified than is the case at present.  This would result in a lack of differentiation between a large variety of products irrespective of their actual risk, thus generating confusion among consumers with regards to product safety.  

Furthermore, as more dilute formulations would receive less severe classification and labelling through the GHS, this would run counter to the improved sustainable profile of compacted products.  Similarly, in order to prevent inappropriate labelling, the GHS could trigger an increase in animal testing on product formulations.  Our industry believes that this should be discouraged at all costs.  We therefore suggest that alternative methods to animal testing should be promoted, along with the use of human data from poison control centres.

A.I.S.E. and its members will continue to cooperate with legislators and all relevant stakeholders involved in this legislative process to develop, and ensure that the most relevant information is made available to the end user, thus protecting their safety and minimising the impact on the environment.

The European Commission proposal for a draft Regulation on Classification and Labelling (GHS) is available at: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/reach/ghs_en.htm 

BACKGROUND

A.I.S.E. was created in 1952 and represents the soaps, detergents and maintenance products industry.  Our affiliates include 35 National Associations across 34 countries in Europe, and also 10 direct member companies.  Combined membership of the current 35 National Associations totals about 900 companies, ranging from small and medium-sized enterprises to multinationals, active in the industrial and institutional, and consumer goods market. 

Since the first draft of the GHS was approved by the Committee of Experts in December 2002, A.I.S.E. has been involved through out the various stages of GHS development.  A.I.S.E. is a member of the UN Committee of Experts who were responsible for drawing up the document that forms the basis for implementation of the GHS, and in 2006 it contributed to the Commission’s initial draft proposal on Classification and Labelling by participating in the online consultation exercise.   
For further information please contact:

Sandra Almeida Dworak, External Communications Assistant, A.I.S.E.
Tel. +32 2 679 62 66
Email : sandra.dworak@aise.eu
Website : www.aise.eu 
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