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18 November 2005

MEPs’ vote on REACH:

 A mixed blessing for downstream chemical users. 

This week’s historic vote in the European Parliament on REACH, the EU’s future chemicals legislation, was welcomed today by DUCC, the Downstream Users of Chemicals Coordination Group, although with some serious reservations. Downstream users are those companies using chemicals produced by others to create finished products. 

DUCC is pleased that MEPs have listened to several arguments for a workable, practical new policy, and voted for a number of important amendments put forward by the Group. Parliamentarians have gone some way to address downstream users’ concerns, but regrettably did not afford this important industry sector the necessary recognition in the REACH process. 

Parliament endorsed an enhanced role for downstream users in deciding which substances will be entered into the registration process by producers (uses supported by safety data submission to producers will be included in the registration.) MEPs also included risk communication as one of the roles of the new European Chemicals Agency, and expanded the Agency’s powers to provide for a more centralised and harmonised REACH procedure.

The Group however is very disappointed that according to the Parliament’s vote, downstream users would be excluded from Substance Information Exchange Fora, which allow for dialogue between producers and importers on chemicals.

We welcome the support given to recognition of scientific dossiers on substances submitted through other international systems, such as those of the O.E.C.D. or U.S. High Production Value programme. Indeed, DUCC members have a long history of gathering substantial safety assessment information.

Stipulations supported by Parliament on the process of authorisation would impose an unnecessary bureaucratic burden. 

DUCC is determined to continue constructive dialogue with all stakeholders throughout the next steps in the decision-making process, in order to ensure that the new chemicals legislation can be implemented successfully. The REACH system has to be manageable, and efficiently protect the consumer and the environment, whilst effectively securing the competitiveness of downstream chemical users. 

We call upon the EU Council and the European Commission to build on yesterday’s vote and to ensure that downstream users’ concerns are taken into account in order to achieve this goal.

Editors Note: 


What is DUCC?

The Group was formed to allow downstream users of chemicals to exchange information and co-ordinate their positions on REACH, speaking with a unified and effective voice.

What is a Downstream User?

These are defined as companies using chemical ingredients and formulating those to place finished products on the market.

Who are DUCC members?

DUCC includes 7 associations and one permanent observer, several on the European level, representing industry sectors ranging from cosmetics and detergents to aerosols, paints, photographic materials and chemical distributors. Altogether, more than 3 500 companies are represented, operating in18 European countries, with a combined turnover of over Eur 115 billion. 

What is REACH?

REACH (Registration, Evaluation and Authorisation of Chemicals) is the proposed European Commission strategy for a future chemicals policy. It foresees risk assessment procedures for all chemicals produced or imported above one tonne per year per manufacturer or importer. It also envisages a specific authorisation procedure for chemicals potentially of high concern. REACH is based on the concepts of risk assessment and shared responsibility. It places the responsibility on industry to ensure the safety of products throughout their lifecycle and throughout the distribution chain.

For further information please contact: 

Anne-Marie Rodeyns, D.U.C.C. Chairperson,

Tel. +32 (0)2 238 9783,

e-mail anne-marie.rodeyns@aise-net.org
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