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February 6, 2006

A.I.S.E. Statement on the SCHER Opinion on “Air Fresheners*”

The International Association for Soaps, Detergents and Maintenance Products (A.I.S.E.) has noted the opinion by the Scientific Committee on Health and Environmental Risks (SCHER). We believe it is an important initial step in restoring consumer confidence in air fresheners by confirming that the emissions are low and do not exceed agreed limit values.
Millions of consumers around the world use air fresheners safely every day.  They can continue to do so with confidence, knowing that manufacturers and third parties conduct rigorous scientific evaluations to ensure that the products do not pose a health risk if used as directed and that they meet all applicable safety standards imposed by the EU and WHO. 
A.I.S.E. acknowledges the conclusions of the SCHER opinion indicating that air fresheners are a complex matter to study, and that they should be assessed in the perspective of other indoor emissions sources. In addition, it also recognized that total VOC (Volatile Organic Compound) per se is not a reliable indicator of health effects.

A.I.S.E. supports the SCHER view that the air fresheners are considered in the broader scope of indoor air quality. We welcome further work on this very complex topic under EU projects. Our industry is committed to contribute to a European platform on indoor air quality by sharing its knowledge and experience in this field. 

Susanne Zänker A.I.S.E. Director General said: “We believe that the report represents a base for manufacturers, European Union (EU) and national policy makers, and consumer organisations to engage in an open dialogue about the science, public policy issues and actions which may be required to restore public confidence”.

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE  

For the past year, consumers have been exposed to confusing information from a variety of sources about the safety of air fresheners. Industry has shared with EU regulators detailed scientific information about these products which demonstrate that they are safe in use, are in full compliance with EU and global standards and that emissions are well within national, EU and World Health Organisation (WHO) guidelines. Industry also shared the results of extensive scientific research and risk assessment conducted by a leading external laboratory in Europe. This was peer reviewed by an independent panel of experts within A.I.S.E., which confirmed the reassuring conclusions of the study and risk assessment. The risk assessment confirmed that air fresheners, sold by the A.I.S.E. companies do not pose a risk to human health under normal conditions of use. The A.I.S.E. members sell different types of air fresheners but do not sell incense.  

A.I.S.E., as the voice of the Soaps, Detergents and Maintenance Products Industry in Europe is committed to represent the needs and concerns of its National Associations and their members. Those currently total over 900 companies out of which two thirds are Small & Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs). A significant proportion of SMEs are also active in the Industrial & Institutional (I&I) domain. 

Contact Person: Susanne Zänker 
(+32 –2 238.98.05) 

* SCHER Opinion on the Report “Emissions on the chemicals by air fresheners tests on 74 consumer products sold in Europe” : adopted by the SCHER during 9th plenary of 27 January 2006. 
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