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5 October 2005

PRESS RELEASE
New EU Detergents Regulation
 heralds important improvements in labelling and biodegradability

Labels on detergent products throughout the 25 European Union countries will soon carry more information intended to help consumers and professional users of these products to choose them, use them safely and obtain the best possible results.  Biodegradability of detergents will also be further enhanced by new legal requirements, in line with moves already made by manufacturers. The changes will appear progressively during 2005 and particularly, as from 8 October 2005, when the new European Detergents Regulation goes into effect. 

Detergents will in future have to comply with more stringent requirements to demonstrate biodegradability. Under the new Regulation, all types of surfactants
 used in detergents must be ultimately biodegradable; however, derogations may be granted for surfactants used in specialised industrial and institutional (I&I) products, whilst ensuring environmental safety. The great majority of surfactants in use have met this condition for many years. In addition detergents must be scientifically assessed, and well-documented results made available for inspection by the authorities.
On labelling, Charles Laroche, A.I.S.E. President said: “These changes are part of an ongoing effort by the Detergents Industry to improve the flow of information to consumers and users of products, both through regulation but also via voluntary industry action. Presenting ingredients and usage advice in a harmonised way across Europe helps to ensure that they are easily recognised and understood by consumers.” 
From October onwards, detergent labels will include the following:

· More detail on ingredients.  In particular, labels will show greater detail on perfume ingredients, to ensure that those people who have allergic reactions are well informed when selecting a product.  Any preservative ingredient added to the product will also be indicated on the label.  Both will be listed with their INCI
 name. 

· Labels will also provide a website address, where people can go for even more detailed information. The website will list the full qualitative composition of products so consumers can see all ingredients used, in the spirit of transparency. 

· For household laundry detergents, a new icon will be used on packs in order to show the number of standard loads that can be washed with that pack.  Labels will advise on how much to dose according to water hardness conditions and soil levels.  

At the same time, the Industry is using this opportunity to progressively introduce some new standard symbols and tips on the safe use of products. Developed on a voluntary basis with authorities and consumer groups, the aim is to make labels better and easier to understand for consumers. The well-known ‘washright” campaign providing tips on how to do the laundry in a more sustainable way and the panel will continue to appear on pack).

A.I.S.E., the International Association for Soaps, Detergents and Maintenance Products, is the official representative body of this industry in Europe.  Its membership totals 33 National Associations in 30 countries, covering more than 900 companies ranging from small and medium-sized enterprises to large multinationals active both in the consumer goods market and the professional (industrial and institutional) cleaning market. 

Additional Notes:

A.I.S.E fact sheet on biodegradability
Consumer leaflet
Industrial and Institutional customers leaflet
For more information, please contact: 

· Anne-Marie RODEYNS, A.I.S.E.; tel: + 32 2 238 97 83

· Valérie SEJOURNE, A.I.S.E.; tel : + 32 2 238 97 89

� Detergents Regulation (EC) No 648/2004


� Surface-active agents – chemicals essential to remove dirt from surfaces


� INCI: International Nomenclature of Cosmetic Ingredients
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