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transfer of the reach registration number through the supply chain.
A call for clarification in the technical guidance.
The signing industry associations would propose that the Technical Guidance Document is modified in such a way to make it clear that between actors in the supply chain only the part of the registration number that relates to the substance identity is to be transferred.
Introduction.

The current technical guidance is not explicit in which form the REACH registration number should travel through the supply chain. It therefore may give rise to an interpretation that the whole number (including parts that are linked to the identity of the registering legal entity) should be communicated with each transfer via the Safety Data Sheet (SDS) to the next actor down the supply chain. 
It is recognized that the whole number has its function for ECHA to identify submissions and CSRs. But transferring it beyond the legal entity that is the first actor in the supply chain introduces unworkable complications and a violation of business confidentiality as laid down in art. 118.(See also the attached Briefing Note). 
From one actor down to the next in a supply chain. 
The compliance with REACH will drive a safer use as each actor will have to agree the intended use and will now add to his SDS an annex on control of exposures and emissions.

To ensure his own compliance with REACH, the user of a substance (single use or in a preparation) will follow a now extended process of ‘approving a supplier and his substance or his preparation’ before he actually uses a substance. 

This comprises besides product physical characteristics:


-
Status on progress to Registration

· Are the descriptors of use correct?

· Are the Exposure limits and RMMs clearly indicated?

The approved combination of ‘substance / supplier’ or ‘preparation / supplier’ is kept on record in the file of the user (see obligation to keep records Art 36.1). 
Authorities and actors.
Such records can be audited by enforcing authorities. If the adequacy of a registration dossier is to be checked, this will have to be done via an upstream audit following the flow of a substance at each of the actors along the supply chain. This tracing of substance flows is not an uncommon practice in food industry supply chains. Nowhere in industry is a SDS meant to become a public register of the suppliers of a manufacturer.
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