“SPESD” for Biocidal Product Uses

Problem formulation:
Under BPR (Biocidal Product Regulation), Emission Scenario Documents (ESDs) are used to estimate the initial release of substances from biocidal products (or treated materials) to the environment. ESDs for several product types (PT) were developed in the EUBEES projects. In addition, ESDs for some product types were developed by the OECD.
The ESDs are in several cases overly conservative leading to initial risk estimation and, as a consequence, higher tier release estimation is required. These higher tier release estimations are often not accepted by eCA (evaluating Competent Authorities) in single company BP dossier submissions.

Objective:
To develop Sector Specific ESD (called “SPESD” for now) which
1) Provide more realistic (but still sufficiently conservative) amounts used, conditions of use and/or release fractions for Biocides scenarios
2) Are managed, improved and maintained by a sector and reported in sector documents which can be challenged and accepted by authorities

Learning lessons from SPERCs under REACH
Under REACH, Sector Specific Environmental Release Categories or SPERCs were developed to improve the environmental risk assessment (and SWEDs, SCEDs for respectively worker and consumer risk assessment). These were very helpful for industry in the registration process (given they are not as conservative as the generic ECHA defaults but contain sector-specific realism) and for authorities in the evaluation process (given that authorities don’t have to review applicant specific refinements multiple times but can review sector approaches once). All the learning lessons from SPERCs can be applied in the development of SPESD.

Approach
[bookmark: _GoBack]SPESD should be based on a sector-wide consultation and/or sector relevant data collection. Especially the latter is facilitated by several opportunities in our digitalized economy and society. 

Next steps
ARCHE Consulting is looking for partners (companies or sector organizations) to develop a case study. Current proposal is to focus on professional and/or consumer uses under PT 1-5 or PT12.
