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Detergent industry’s efforts to have a robust in vitro test method for
classification purposes rewarded by recent OECD publication
28 June 2018 ─ A.I.S.E. is delighted to see the official publication by OECD of the revised version
of Test Guideline No. 438 that can be used to classify products (e.g. detergents and surfactants)
as ‘causing serious eye damage’1. Using the outcome of its in vitro eye irritation programme that
began in 2010, A.I.S.E. - with the support of the Netherlands - initiated in 2014 the process of
official adoption for this revised OECD Test Guideline. A.I.S.E. hopes that this milestone
contributes to the further acceptance of in vitro data in the classification and labelling of
detergents and cleaning products.
The UN Globally Harmonised Sytem for Classification and labelling of products is implemented in Europe
through the CLP regulation2. The aim of the regulation is that consumers and workers should be provided
with relevant and adequate information that allows them to recognise the real hazard of a product and get
relevant safe use guidance. Industry has different options to classify their products (with regard to their
potential impact on man and/or the environment) and ultimately label them accordingly. Making use of
data on the product itself (e.g. via test) or bridging with existing data on similar mixtures is one of the
preferred methodologies, enabling thus a more meaningful and pertinent labelling (versus the default
additivity approach based on ingredient classification). In that framework, the ability to use relevant data
(both in vitro and historical in vivo) on many tested mixtures is key. The revised Test now includes the
possibility to use histopathology as an additional endpoint to the Isolated Chicken Eye Test Method in
order to identify non-extreme pH detergents and surfactants that require UN GHS Category 1
classification. As such, the availability of the newly adopted revised OECD Test Guideline no. 438 is a
major step forward for integration of robust and most effective in vitro test methods into this framework.
“We warmly welcome the in vitro Test Method that A.I.S.E. has succeeded to realise. We applaud
industries who are trying their very best to develop non-animal tests. The objective of the Netherlands is
to accelerate the transition from working with animal testing to working with non-animal tests. The
Netherlands are doing this via the ‘Transition Programme for Innovation without the use of animals’. It
would be great if the example set by A.I.S.E. would be followed by many other industrial partners” said a
representative from the Dutch Authorities.
This Test well complements the activities of the European Partnership for Alternative Approaches to
Animal Testing (EPAA) for which A.I.S.E. is a founding member.
Susanne Zänker, A.I.S.E. Director General, concluded: “We are delighted to see industry’s efforts
rewarded by this publication. The close involvement that our experts have had with Authorities and
scientists on this demonstrates the value of collaborative partnerships. We hope that this achievement will
enable to further establish the broader acceptance of in-vitro tests under CLP and A.I.S.E. will continue to
work with Authorities at national, European and global levels to this end”.
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According to CLP classification system.
Regulation on classification, labelling and packaging of substances and mixtures (EC) N° 1272/2008

To access the Test Guideline No. 438 OECD publication, please visit :
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/test-no-438-isolated-chicken-eye-test-method-for-identifying-ichemicals-inducing-serious-eye-damage-and-ii-chemicals-not-requiring-classification-for-eye-irritation-orserious-eye-damage_9789264203860-en

More information on A.I.S.E.:
A.I.S.E. is the official representative body of this industry across Europe. Its membership totals 29
national associations covering more than 900 companies, ranging from small and medium sized
enterprises to large multinationals, active in the consumer goods market and professional cleaning &
hygiene sector. www.aise.eu
More information of OECD guidelines:
The OECD Guidelines for the Testing of Chemicals is a collection of about 150 of the most relevant
internationally agreed testing methods used by government, industry and independent laboratories to
identify and characterise potential hazards of chemicals. They are a set of tools for professionals, used
primarily in regulatory safety testing and subsequent chemical and chemical product notification, chemical
registration and in chemical evaluation. They can also be used for the selection and ranking of candidate
chemicals during the development of new chemicals and products and in toxicology research.

More information on DetNet:
This Test Guideline No. 438 is particularly relevant in the context of DetNet - the Detergent Industry
Network for CLP Classification -, a tool that A.I.S.E. has made available to all detergent companies in
2014, as the collective network to share data for the classification of detergent products. See
https://www.det-net.eu/

More information on EPAA:
The European Partnership for Alternative Approaches to Animal Testing (EPAA) is an unprecedented
voluntary collaboration between the European Commission, European trade associations, and companies
from 7 industry sectors. The partners are committed to pooling knowledge and resources to accelerate
the development, validation and acceptance of alternative approaches to animal use in regulatory testing.
The overall aim is the replacement, reduction and refinement (3Rs) of animal use in regulatory testing.
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/chemicals/epaa_en
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