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A European Strategy for Plastics 

in a Circular Economy

After the adoption in Dec. 2015 of the EU Action Plan for a circular Economy,

the EU Commission adopted on 16 January 2018 the first-ever Europe-wide

strategy on plastics. It aims at protecting the environment from plastic

pollution whilst fostering growth and innovation. Key focus for action:

➢ Improving economics and quality of recycling

➢ Curbing plastic waste and littering

➢ Driving innovation and investment towards circular solutions

➢ Harnessing global action
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Design for recyclability
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Packaging and detergents

Detergents are ALWAYS sold in a packaging, which is key to avoid product

leakage, to ensure safe use, to protect products during transport and to

enable correct dosage. However, it is essential that packaging is correctly

collected and disposed of to ensure it is properly recycled and potentially

adverse environmental impacts are avoided.

This applies to ALL types of packaging materials:

➢ paper-based, e.g. folding cartons for dish-washing tablets;

➢ rigid plastic, e.g. HDPE or PET for bottles;

➢ flexible plastic, e.g. for plastic pouches for laundry gel capsules;

➢ metals, e.g. for maintenance or air care aerosol cans
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A.I.S.E. Voluntary Initiative on Plastic Packaging
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1 January 2019

A.I.S.E. opened for signature its voluntary initiative on plastic 

packaging

Objective

Take on board the EU challenge of increasing the uptake of recycled 

content in plastic packaging by setting ambitious targets. 

Why?

Steer the industry towards continuous improvement, show what 

companies have already been doing by measuring the achievements 

of the sector and address together challenges to succeed
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Scope of the initiative

➢ The participation to this initiative is purely voluntary

➢ It is open to all companies, members of A.I.S.E., its National Association

or not, manufacturing and/or placing on the market detergents, cleaning

and maintenance products in the EU + Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway,

UK (post-Brexit) and Switzerland

➢ It covers plastic packaging material used for the primary, secondary

and tertiary packaging of household cleaning and maintenance products

➢ Products are covered if they:

Are manufactured and placed on the market within the geographical

scope, or

Are manufactured but not placed on the market within the

geographical scope, or

Are manufactured outside the geographical scope but placed on the

market within the geographical scope
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Scope of the initiative

➢ Both branded products and private labels are covered, i.e. the

initiative addresses manufacturers, distributors or importers.

Timing

The project is scheduled to end on 30 June 2026. Companies will be

free to join at any time.

Company Commitment

Companies signing up to this initiative commit to:

➢ Quantitative targets

➢ Annual reporting of progress

➢ Engagement with consumers



●

© A.I.S.E. 2018

A.I.S.E. Voluntary Initiative on Plastic Packaging

12

The quantitative targets 

By 2025 (for committed companies):

• A minimum of 20% uptake recycled material in plastic packaging

Where a recycled material is

• material from post-consumer waste, collected via official collection schemes;

• material from outside existing collection streams, such as maritime litter,

beach litter, etc.;

• ‘post-industrial recycled’ material, i.e. material from post-industrial sources;

this does not include material from own processes which has been

reused/recycled, such as regrind.
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The quantitative targets 

By 2025 (for committed companies):

• The intention to have ALL plastic packaging recyclable or 

reusable or compostable

Where – as per the Ellen MacArthur Foundation New Plastics Economy Global Commitment:

• A packaging or packaging component is recyclable if its successful post-

consumer collection, sorting, and recycling is proven to work in practice and

at scale.

• A reusable packaging is one which has been designed to accomplish or

proves its ability to accomplish a minimum number of trips or rotations in a

system for reuse.

• A compostable packaging or packaging component is compostable if it is

in compliance with relevant international compostability standards and if its

successful post-consumer collection, (sorting), and composting is proven to

work in practice and at scale.
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In support to the quantitative targets

➢ Applicable to the companies that are also members of the A.I.S.E.

Charter for Sustainable Cleaning

As of 2021: ALL the packaging recyclable or reusable or compostable in

order to meet the requirements for the A.I.S.E. Charter for Sustainable

Cleaning product dimension ASP (Advanced Sustainability Profiles) with

the intention to cover the whole A.I.S.E. household product range in the

remit of its activities by 2025.

The individual product category ASP criteria will be amended accordingly,

incl. a transition period for implementation.

➢ Guiding principles on ‘Sustainable packaging design’ – focus on

recyclability - under development
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Annual reporting 

Signatories shall provide data on a yearly basis to enable A.I.S.E. to monitor

and report annually on progress:

Volume of packaging material;

Volume of plastic packaging material + fraction of recycled plastic;

Volume of recyclable or reusable or compostable plastics packaging.

For private label products, the reporting may be done by the manufacturer.

At the end of the project, A.I.S.E. will publish a close-out report presenting the

aggregated results achieved by the participants altogether.

N.B. signatories are not required to be a Charter member even though the

reporting will be done as of 2020 via the Charter KPI tool.
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Engagement with consumers

Signatories will strive to further engage consumers by providing information,

on products and/or online, on the correct way to handle the plastic

packaging.

The practical way in which this will be implemented is left to each individual

signatory due to the specificity of the requirements, both geographically and

per product types.
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Governance
The role of A.I.S.E. is to

➢ facilitate and encourage companies to sign up

➢ consolidate sector information to monitor and report on progress

➢ monitor and inform stakeholders of the aggregated companies’

achievements

➢ develop any additional guidance where deemed necessary

It will be up to each signatory to decide the most effective way to manage

the internal tasks required to achieve the targets part of this commitment

and to report the required data to A.I.S.E. on an annual basis.

Financing

A.I.S.E. will finance via its internal resources – no fee for signatories.
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What does it mean in practice?

Many companies have already made commitments towards 2025 or 2030 and

there are already products on the market and on-going initiatives running:

▪ ‘By 2025, 100% of our packaging will be recyclable, reusable or

compostable’

▪ Products on the market made of 35-50-100% recycled content

▪ Engagement with municipalities for installation of sorting points

▪ Engagement with schools to provide formative activities

▪ …
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The feasibility and the successful implementation of the actions to achieve the

targets part of the commitment is subject to specific conditions at market level,

for the whole industry.

Technical market requirements

• high quality & sufficient quantities 

• availability to all market players

Overall policy framework

• better harmonised collection systems across member states

• innovation friendly 

• no limits on cross-border shipments

• EPR fees/bonus linked to recyclability & use of recycled material (LCA 

based)

• No conflicting legislation (e.g. CLP)
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Consumer engagement

• further education in order to collect and sort correctly 

• harmonised recycling labelling on packs 

In this context it is essential to work on Value-chain engagement

A.I.S.E. has been cooperating with its stakeholders in several

platforms to deliver a holistic and consistent framework for

the industry:

➢ Ad hoc workshops with value chain partners

➢ Engagement in conferences to share knowledge

➢ Ellen MacArthur Foundation 

➢ EU Circular Plastics Alliance

➢ ….

Who are your stakeholders?
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Are you interested to support this initiative? 

A.I.S.E. Voluntary Initiative on Plastic Packaging

Go on the A.I.S.E. Website and download the Project Description 
and the Letter of Commitment

Check with your colleagues

• That the vision of this initiative is in line with your company objectives

• That you are able to implement the targets as set out

• That your colleagues in Product Development, Marketing, Legal, … can support the 
initiative and the internal processes needed to report on progress

Inform your National Association on your intentions

Contact  A.I.S.E.

• To ask any question

• To send a signed Letter of Commitment

Welcome among the supporters!!



●

© A.I.S.E. 2018

22

Do you have a question? 

Send it now via the chat you see on your screen  

just click on  

Or send it after the webinar to 

francesca.angiulli@aise.eu

mailto:francesca.angiulli@aise.eu
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THANK YOU for attending!

Useful links
• General A.I.S.E.  www.aise.eu
• Packaging Initiative here

http://www.aise.eu/
https://www.aise.eu/our-activities/sustainable-cleaning-78/circular-economy/plastic-packaging-industry-voluntary-initiative.aspx

